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Eighth grade Physical Science is a course made up of three sections. They are general science, chemistry and physics. The curriculum in this classroom is aligned with state of Virginia’s Physical Science SOL’s. An in-depth explanation of the SOL’s can be viewed from the state board of education website. A listing of these sites can be found at the end of this document. The general order of instruction will follow this guideline:
General Guideline of instruction

1st 9 weeks *
· lab basics- use of equipment/proper procedures/scientific method
· metric system- units and tools used to make/take measurements
· motion- speed/velocity/acceleration
· forces- Newton’s laws, gravity, friction

· energy   
· heat
· light 
· sound

· electricity

· magnetism
2nd 9 weeks *
· matter- properties and characteristics of matter
· differences between physical and chemical changes

· phase change
· chemistry- atomic structure, elements, compounds, the periodic table, chemical equations & reactions, radioactive elements.
*this is a general guideline of instruction. Classes and instructional methods will vary which will cause variations in topics covered. Additionally, the scientific method will be interspersed throughout the course topics at intervals to integrate its concepts with the material being taught.
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Eighth grade Physical Science Classroom procedures and discipline policy will be sent home on a different document. 


Web site Resources:

The following sites provided by Virginia Department of Education:

Science link:

http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/Instruction/Elem_M/Science/middle_sci.html 

SOL Framework Link:

http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/Instruction/Science/sciCF.html

SOL Scope and Sequence

http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/Instruction/solscope/#subject
